
Geography: Whole School Coverage 

Year 
group 

Location 
knowledge 

Place knowledge Human 
Geography 

Physical 
Geography  

Map skills Vocabulary Suggested texts and 
video links for 
enrichment  

R Name and locate 
the city our school 
is in.  
 
Name and locate 
the country we live 
in. 

Talk about the 
places they have 
been to in 
Gloucester.  
 
Make local visits 
to the church, 
farm, park. 

Identify and use 
the language of 
farm, house, 
office, shop.  
 
Explore 
"similarities and 
differences 
between life in 
this country and 
life in other 
countries". 
 
These ideas 
within themes 
may change or 
be replaced 
depending on 
child interest or 
fascination" 
especially in 
regards to 
vocabulary.  
 

Identify 
different 
weather we 
have in this 
country. 
 
Identify 
physical 
features of 
seasons.  

Use simple 
language of 
North, South, 
East, West.  
 
Which 
direction 
would you 
need to walk 
in to visit 
Father 
Christmas? 
 
Be able to 
locate key 
features 
around the 
school 
grounds and 
describe the 
school 
grounds 
using rich 
language 
such as bank, 
field, tarmac.  

Rain 
Wind 
Hail 
Sun 
Cloudy 
North 
South 
East 
West 
Field 
Tarmac 
Bank 
Trees 
Forest 
Orchard 
Playground 
Building 
School 
 

Little Red Train- 
Bennedict Blaythwayt  
 
The Rhythm of Rain-
Graham Baker-Smith 
 
The Secret Path- Nick 
Butterworth  
 
This is our house- 
Micheal Rosen 
 

1 Use a map and 
globe to:  

 

Name and locate 
the 4 countries of 
the United 
Kingdom.  

 

Know the capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom. 

 

Name the 
surrounding seas 
of the UK. 

 

Be able to name 
one key fact about 
each part of the 
UK. 

Use maps, 
information texts 
and visits to 
understand the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom 
(Gloucester) 

 

Suggested visits- 
Gloucester Docks 
Robinswood Hill  

Identify the 
difference 
between city, 
town and village.  
 
 

Identify daily 
weather 
patterns. 
 
Record daily 
weather 
patterns in a 
simple chart.  
 
Sort hot and 
cold countries 
around the 
world in 
relation to the 
Equator and 
North and 
South poles. 
 
Identify 
through maps 
and visits key 
physical 
features, 
including: 
forest, hill, 
river. 

 

Use language 
of near, far, 
left, right and 
compass 
points to 
compare 
countries and 
other objects 
on maps.  
 
To identify 
and 
understand 
simple 
symbols on a 
map.  
 
Create a 
simple map 
with basic 
symbols in a 
key. 
 
Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational 
skills to study 
the 
geography of 
the school 
and its 
grounds. 

River  
Canal  
Hill  
Equator 
North 
East 
South 
West 
Left  
Right 
Far 
Close 
Near 
Closer 
Further 
Poles 
Climate 
Warmer 
Cooler 
Weather 
Storm 
Temperature 
 

Follow that Map!- 
Franklin Watts 
 
The Journey- 
Francesca Sanna 

2 Use a map and 
globe to:  

 

Locate the world’s 
7 continents and 5 
oceans. 

 

Name and locate 
the 4 countries of 
the United 
Kingdom.  

 

Use globes, maps, 
information texts 
and digital media 
to understand the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of 
contrasting non-
European country 
(arctic). 
 
 

Identify factory, 
port and 
harbours. 

Identify 
through maps 
and visits key 
physical 
features, 
including: 
beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, 
river, soil, 
valley, 
vegetation.  

 

Use a map 
and globe to 
identify the 
same place.  

 

to describe 
the location of 
features and 
routes on a 
map  

 

Use aerial 
photographs 

Office 
Beach 
Cliff 
Coast 
Forest 
Hill 
Mountain 
Sea 
Ocean 
River 
Soil 
Valley 
Vegetation 
Railway 

The little Island- 
Golden MacDonald 



Geography: Whole School Coverage 

Know the capital 
cities of the United 
Kingdom. 

 

Name the 
surrounding seas 
of the UK. 

 

Be able to discuss 
some similarities 
and differences of 
countries in the 
UK. 

and plan 
perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks 
and basic 
human and 
physical 
features. 

 

Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational 
skills to study 
the 
surrounding 
geography of 
the school. 

Park 
Urban  
Traffic 
Roundabout 
Crossings 
Factory 
Port 
Harbour  

 

 

Year 
group 

Location 
knowledge 
 

Place knowledge Human 
Geography 

Physical 
Geography  

Map skills 
(used 
continuously 
throughout the 
keystage) 

Vocabulary Suggested texts and 
video links for 
enrichment 

3 Across the Key 
Stage: Locate on 
world map and 
concentrate on 
their environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics and 
major cities 
identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, 
Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, 
the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including 
day and night) 

Hebrides and 
North America 

 

human 
geography, 
including: types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
economic 
activity including 
trade links, and 
the distribution 
of natural 
resources 
including 
energy, food, 
minerals and 
water 

Identifying 
mountains, 
rivers, climate 
zones and 
vegetation 
belts  
observed 
during 
location study  

Use maps, 
atlases, globes 
and 
digital/computer 
mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied 

 

use the 8 points 
of a compass, 
4- and 6-figure  

 

Use grid 
references, 
symbols and 
key (including 
the use of 
Ordnance 
Survey maps) 
to build their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider world 

 

use fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure record 
and present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 
including 
sketch maps, 
plans and 
graphs, and 
digital 
technologies 

 

  

4 Location within 
the UK (Cornwall) 

and other 
European city in 

Italy 
 

Observing 
changes over 
time of the land 
use in London 
and economic 
trade links 

Identifying 
mountains, 
rivers, climate 
zones and 
vegetation 
belts  
observed 
during 
location study 
 
The water 
cycle 

 The Wild Robot 

5 Wales and Brazil  
 

human 
geography, 
including: types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
economic 
activity including 
trade links, and 
the distribution 
of natural 
resources 
including 
energy, food, 
minerals and 
water 

Identifying 
mountains, 
rivers, climate 
zones and 
vegetation 
belts  
observed 
during 
location study 
 
Volcanoes 
and 
earthquakes  

 Shackleton’s Journey 

6 Study of a 
European city and 
comparisons 
between Germany 
and Northern 

Use data to 
analyse 
populations and 
rainfall.  

 

 

  The Windrush Child 
 
Letters from the 
Lighthouse- Emma 
Carroll  
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Ireland (links with 
WW2, History) 

 
 

 

 

 


